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APPENDIX B – Public Comments 
 
 
 



























































































































































APPENDIX E 
 

Letter to Representative Roger Wicker 
Jim High’s Handouts at the Public Meeting 
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Public Involvement Record Sheet 
Tupelo Railroad Relocation EIS 
 
 
 

Date of Meeting February 5, 2008,  4:45 pm 

Location of 
Meeting  

Ms. Crowley’s home, Tupelo, MS 
 

Meeting Style Individual meeting with a citizen who lives on the track 

Duration of 
meeting 30 minutes 

Parties involved MDOT, ABMB, Fitch Williamson and Assoc. 

Exhibits Used none 

Original Objective To meet with a local citizen who is directly impacted by the 
train and evaluate how her day to day living is affected 

Accomplishment Met with Ms. Crowley in her home and back yard. 

Summary of 
Meeting 

• Trains appear to traverse the area more often on the 
weekends 

• Horn blowing is more frequent and longer on the 
weekends (maybe from the anticipation of more public 
activity in the area on weekends?)  

• Vibration is bad in the back of the house 
• Noise is not so bad in most of the house but is most 

negatively felt in the sunroom in the back. 
• Largest noise impact is from the horn blowing 
• The train interrupts phone calls – Ms crowly must stop 

phone conversations until the horn stops 
• Ms Crowley loves this neighborhood – she is close to 

work 
• She has lived her since 2005 and has lived in Tupelo for 

over 20 years 
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• Traffic congestion at the nearby street crossing is an issue 
for her – the traffic backs up into her street when a train is 
crossing 

• Rising insurance rates was a question she had – would 
her homeowners insurance go up because of the elevated 
track in her neighborhood? 

• She also questioned the removal of trees on her property.  
She has some old growth oak trees along the back of her 
yard that provide a visual buffer from the train.  She would 
like to see them remain. 

• Ms. Crowley was not open to the idea of a walking trail 
alongside the track in her neighborhood for safety 
reasons.  Lighting might also be undesirable in that it 
would shine in her windows at night. 
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Public Involvement Record Sheet 
Tupelo Railroad Relocation EIS 
 
 
 

Date of Meeting February 5, 2008,  6:00 pm 

Location of 
Meeting  

Inspirational Community Baptist Church, 405 Clayton Ave,  
Tupelo, MS 
 

Meeting Style Small public meeting for the neighborhood 

Duration of 
meeting 1 ½ hours 

Parties involved 
MDOT:  Claiborne Barnwell, Kim Thurman; ABMB:  Joce 
Pritchett, Latonya Graham;  Fitch Williamson  & Cartwright, 
Inc.:  Lavelle Fitch 

Exhibits Used Tupelo RR Relocation video, 24x36 poster plots of the rail 
bridge renderings and ortho renderings 

Original Objective To meet with citizens of the neighborhood that would be most 
affected by Alternative M, the in-town rail bridge alternative 

Accomplishment Met with 9 citizens and the pastor and discussed the 
implications of the in-town alternative 

Summary of 
Meeting 

• Church has a recording studio where they record services 
and music and they often have horn noise on their tapes. 

• Pastor stated that the proximity of the train is the reason 
the church has no windows – they were closed in to keep 
out the noise 

• Train horn can be heard from inside the church as far 
away as crosstown 

• Audible sounds heard were from the engine, wheels, and 
horn 

• The BNSF has upgraded their engines and the new 
engines are much quieter than they use to be.  Most of 
the existing noise is from the track and the horn. 

• Pastor stated that there is a high turnover in apartments 
and rental housing in the area because of the train noise 

• Flashing lights and gate alarm are also a nuisance.   
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• Much of the noise (other than the horn) seems to be from 
the train hitting the intersection. 

• Church does not limit children’s activities because of the 
train – they play in the front of the property.  Train is 
actually an attraction or novelty for the children. 

• Citizens stated that the train interferes greatly with trips to 
work making people late for work and coming back from 
lunch.  Workers with a 30 minute lunch are greatly 
impacted by a train event. 

• Citizens generally seemed to be of the consensus that the 
M-alternative was very much needed and a great idea 

• There didn’t seem to be much as much concern over the 
visual aspects of the elevated structure as there was the 
need to alleviate the congestion issues.  

• Concern for emergency vehicle mobility was discussed:  
ambulance and fire traffic is hampered now 

• The whole town shuts down as the train crosses the 
intersection of Main and Gloster. 

• It is difficult to hold conversations while standing outside 
of the church.  The horn is so loud that is prevents one 
from hearing.  You must wait until it passes. 

• There is some concern about safety.  People speed after 
they hear a train coming.  They attempt to cross the tracks 
before they are required to wait.  There have been a few 
accidents. 
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